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Expression of interest form – Core Grants 
Application deadline: 5pm on 21st January 2026

Please use this form to submit an expression of interest for a core grant from the Esmée Fairbairn Communities & Collections Fund, run by the Museums Association. From the applications at this stage, the Museums Association will select a shortlist to make a second stage application. Shortlisted applicants will be contacted in the week commencing 23rd February 2026 with an invitation to make a second stage application by 13th May 2026.

Before completing the form, you should:
•	read the Guidance for Applicants on the Museums Association website.  
•	contact Sarah Briggs at the Museums Association for an informal discussion of your ideas following the link “Schedule a Call With Us” here or via sarah@museumsassociation.org

Applications should be emailed to Jacqui Buscher: jacqui@museumsassociation.org, copied to sarah@museumsassociation.org
 
Initial stage applications must be received by 5pm on 21st January 2026.
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Applicant information

	Museum organisation name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Please describe the legal status of the museum, for example Company Limited by Guarantee:
Click or tap here to enter text.

Company or Charity Number if applicable: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Type of organisation:
☐National Museum	☐ University Museum
☐ Local Authority Museum	☐ Military Museum
☐ Independent Museum 	☐ Other please state: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Nation in which you operate:
☐ England	☐ Northern Ireland
☐ Scotland	☐ Wales
☐ UK wide

	Is the museum Accredited, or working towards Accreditation?  If not, please demonstrate equivalency, e.g. by enclosing extracts from business plans or governing documents.
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	Is the museum organisation a member of the Museums Association? (You must be an institutional member of the Museums Association to apply for this fund)
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	Museums Association Membership Number
	

	Is the museum organisation a charity?
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	Has your organisation ever applied to the Esmée Fairbairn Communities and Collections Fund before (or under its previous name, the Esmée Fairbairn Collections Fund)? 
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	Is this application a resubmission? (We will not consider resubmissions unless we have specifically invited one from you – see Guidance for Applicants for a definition.)  
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	Has the organisation got a safeguarding policy?
	Yes
☐
	No
☐

	When was the museum organisation established?
Click or tap here to enter text.


	How many trustees/board members, directors, staff and volunteers does the museum organisation have?

	Trustees/board
Click or tap here to enter text.
	Directors
Click or tap here to enter text.
	Staff (FTE)
Click or tap here to enter text.
	Volunteers
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Please tell us about the audience the museum organisation attracts. What are the visitor numbers, does the museum serve a particular community, does it charge for entry? (200 words) 

Click or tap here to enter text.


	Has the museum/lead organisation received other significant grants in the last 5 years? Please give brief details of at most six grants below, in the following format: Year (most recent first), Funder, Amount of Grant, What the grant was for (between 2 and 15 words per grant description)

Click or tap here to enter text.


	I confirm that the organisation named above supports this application.   ☐

	Lead contact for the application: Click or tap here to enter text.
Job title: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
Email: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Museum Director (if different):
Click or tap here to enter text.
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Application questions

	What is your grant request? Title/summary: Click or tap here to enter text.

The size of the grant you are requesting (note this must be £40,000-£100,000): Click or tap here to enter text.

Over what period?: Click or tap here to enter text.

What is the grant for? (30 words): Click or tap here to enter text.

What are the broad areas of expenditure, e.g. salaries, event costs, programming? (30 words):
Click or tap here to enter text.
 

	How can this fund help you achieve your strategic aims for inclusion? (500 words)

Click or tap here to enter text.


	What are you focused on achieving during the funding period and how is your organisation best placed to deliver this? We are looking for enough information here to indicate the feasibility of your work, rather than a fixed plan with outputs (500 words)

Click or tap here to enter text.
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